A NEW ALOE FROM SOUTHERN RHODESIA.

By G. W. ReEYNOLDS.

(With Plates XXV AND XXVI,)

Aloe hazeliana Reynolds. Species nova (Sect. LEPTOALOE), affinis
A. inyangensis Christian, caulibus erectis longioribus, foliorum vaginis
1020 mm. longis, racemis laxioribus, bracteis et pedicellis et floribus
brevioribus differt.

Planta habitus compactilis e sedibus caulibus paucis vel nonnullis.
Caules graciles, erecti, usque 50 cm. longi, 15 mm. diam., summi 10—20
cm. laxe foliati. Folia disticha, c. 12, linearia, usque 20 ¢m. longa, 10—
15 mm. lata, vaginis 10—20 mm. longis, copiose maculatis; supra planius-
cula vel leviter canaliculata; subtus convexa, maculata; marginibus
anguste hyalinis, dentibus albidis -5 mm. longis, 5 mm. distantibus;
foliorum apicibus obtuse cuspidatis minute dentatis. Inflorescentia
simplex, 30—40 cm. longa. Racemus 8—10 cm. longus, 4 cm. diam.,
sublaxe c. 18-floribus. Bracteae ovato-acutae, 4 mm. longae, 3 mm. latae,
obscure 3-nervatae. Pedicelli 13 mm. longi. Perianthiwm coccineum,
25 mm. longum, cylindrico-trigonum; segmenta exteriora libera, obscure
3-nervata. Antherae non vel brevissime exsertae. Stigma demum 1-—2
mm. exserta. Owvariuwm pallide aurantiacum, 5 mm. longum, 2 mm.
diametro.

Hasrrar: Southern Rhodesia, Melsetter District, Chimanimani
Mountains: coll. Mrs. H. Munch, cult. Johannesburg, fl. 3 May 1959,
Reynolds 9031 holotype (PRE); cult. “Mona’” near Rusape, S. Rhodesia,
fl. 5 May 1959, Munch 6/138! (K).

Our new species is named after Mrs. Hazel Munch who first collected
plants in September 1945 on the Chimanimani Mountains about 20 miles
south-east of Melsetter in Southern Rhodesia. Plants were found at
altitudes from 5,000 ft. to 7,000 ft. on both sides of the Southern Rhodesia
—DMogambique border, mostly in pockets of soil on rocks and in rock
fissures.

A. hazeliana is a plant of compact growth with few to several slender
erect stems from ground level; the stems average 30—45 cm. in length
and are not branched above ground level. A striking character of A.
hazeliana is that the apical 10—20 cm. of stems is laxly foliate, the leaves
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always being distichous—alternately opposite if one might use the term.
The sheaths are 10—20 mm. long, and are copiously whlte spotted, while
racemes vary from laxer to denser.

Tts nearest ally is A. inyangensis Christian, which occurs further north
in the Inyanga District and elsewhere, but has never been found on the
detached Chimanimani range: A. inyangensis differs from A. hazeliana
in forming considerably larger denser clumps that are sometimes a few
feet across, and in having much shorter, thicker stems, leaves more
densely crowded, longer bracts and pedicels, and flowers 40 mm. long.

Descrrprion: Plant of compact slender growth, with few to several
unbranched stems from ground level.

Stems slender, erect, up to 50 cm. long, 15 mm. diam., with the apical
1020 em. rather laxly foliate.

Leaves about 12, distichous, linear, up to 20 em. long, 10—15 mm.
broad, suberect to spreading, straight or slightly curved, the basally
sheathing portion 10—15 mm. long: upper surface flat to slightly canali-
culate, unspotted or sometimes with a few small scattered pale green
elliptical spots; lower surface green, rounded, with numerous crowded
smaller pale green spots low down, the sheaths copiously spotted; margins
with very narrow somewhat hyaline edge armed with firm white deltoid
teeth about -5 mm. long, and 5 mm. apart low down, smaller to obsolescent
upwards, with the leaf apices obtuse, cuspidate, and minutely dentate.

Inflorescence simple, 30—40 cm. long, produced laterally.

Peduncle slender, basally flattened and 6—8 mm. broad, green, with
a few broadly ovate-cuspidate sterile bracts.

Raceme laxly about 18-flowered, 8—10 cm. long, 4 cm. diam., the
youngest buds greyish tipped and suberectly spreading, open flowers
pendent.

Bracts ovate-acute, 4 mm. long, 3 mm. broad at base, slightly fleshy,
obscurely 3-nerved.

Pedicels the lowest 13 mm. long, shorter upwards, the scarlet colour
of the perianth.

Perianth scarlet, green-tipped, 25 mm. long, eylindrie-trigonous,
basally obtuse and shortly stipitate, 6 mm. diam. across the ovary,
thence trigonous upwards; outer segments free to base, obscurely 3-nerved,
the apices greenish, subacute, slightly spreading; inner segments broader
than the outer, with broad pale marginal border and 3 crowded nerves
forming a scarlet keel, the apices more obtuse and more spreading than
the outer.
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Prate XXV. Aloe hazeliana Reynolds,
Plant 1/4 approx. cult. Johannesburg.
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Prare XXVI. A. kazeliana Reynolds.
F1e. 1.—Flowers 1/1, from bud to fruit stage.
Fic. 2.—Portion of a stem 1/1.



A New Aloe from Southern Rhodesia. - 281

Filaments filiform-flattened, the 3 inner narrower and lengthening
before the 3 outer with their anthers in turn not or exceedingly shortly
exserted.

Stigma at length exserted 1—2 mm.

Ovary pale orange, 5 mm. long, 2 mm. diam.
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